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Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!”  

“Here I am,” he replied.  
2 Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac—and go to the 

region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on a mountain I will show you.”  
3 Early the next morning Abraham got up and loaded his donkey. He took with him two 

of his servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he 

set out for the place God had told him about. 4 On the third day Abraham looked up and 

saw the place in the distance. 5 He said to his servants, “Stay here with the donkey while I 

and the boy go over there. We will worship and then we will come back to you.”  
6 Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he 

himself carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on together, 7 Isaac spoke up 

and said to his father Abraham, “Father?”  

“Yes, my son?” Abraham replied.  

“The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt 

offering?”  
8 Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my 

son.” And the two of them went on together.  
9 When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there 

and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of 

the wood. 10 Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. 11 But the 

angel of the LORD called out to him from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!”  

“Here I am,” he replied.  
12 “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I know that 

you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.”  
13 Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went 

over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So 

Abraham called that place The LORD Will Provide. And to this day it is said, “On the 

mountain of the LORD it will be provided.”  
15 The angel of the LORD called to Abraham from heaven a second time 16 and said, “I 

swear by myself, declares the LORD, that because you have done this and have not withheld 

your son, your only son, 17 I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous 

as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take 

possession of the cities of their enemies, 18 and through your offspring all nations on earth 

will be blessed, because you have obeyed me.”  

 

Grace and peace to you from Him who is, and was, who is to come.  Amen.  (Rev 1:4) 

 

I’m going to let you in on a secret of mine: I tend to struggle with getting out of bed in 

the morning.  It is very seldom something that I’m eager to do.  I don’t think it has anything to 

do with my outlook on life, the prospect of what lies ahead over the course of the coming day, or 

anything deeply rooted like that.  I just like the comfort of my bed and if it’s anything deeper 



than that, then it’s probably that I went to bed later than I ought to have done the night before. 

God calls us to struggle with something much greater than the will to get out of bed in the 

morning.  He calls us to be faithful to Him and to struggle against anything that might threaten to 

take His place in our lives. 

For Abraham, that something came in the form of his son Isaac.  When he was seventy-

five years old, God had led Abraham to the land of Canaan and promised to give it to His 

descendants.  Abraham had asked how that could be since he and his wife Sarah were childless, 

but God promised Abraham that He would have a son and Abraham trusted that promise.  

Finally, twenty-five years later, they were at last granted that joy.  Their son, Isaac, was their 

greatest treasure.  Beyond the awesome wonders that already accompany parenthood, God had 

promised that through this child, Isaac, and his descendants He was going to bless all the nations 

on the earth.  Isaac filled their lives with happiness and laughter, the way only a child can do.  He 

was the love of their life.   

But to what extant?  That’s the test God puts him through here, isn’t it?  Take your son, 

your only son, whom you love—Isaac—and go sacrifice him at Moriah on the mountain I 

will show you.  Isaac was the love of Abraham’s life, born when he was already one hundred 

years old!  But had Abraham’s love for Isaac grown stronger than his love for the God who had 

given him his son?  What if God asked him to give up his son, to sacrifice him to God? 

And what if that were you?  Maybe you don’t have an only son.  Maybe you don’t have 

children at all.  But what if God came to you personally and asked you to give up the thing in this 

world that you love the most, for Him?  Maybe it’s not a child but it’s some other family 

member, a spouse perhaps - or a parent?  Maybe it’s your health and fitness, your success in life, 

wealth and security, it could be some pastime you deeply enjoy.   

Whatever it may be, imagine God asked you to give it all up for Him, can you picture the 

struggle that would be going on in your mind?  Can you imagine the reservation to get out of bed 

the next day?  That would be a legitimate reason not to want to get up in the morning, wouldn’t 

it?  “Today I must give up something I love.” 

How hard was that struggle for Abraham?  Early the next morning, Abraham got up 

and loaded his donkey.  He took two servants and Isaac and when he had cut enough wood 

for the offering, he set out for the place God had told him about. 

As they went on, Isaac, spotting a small problem, spoke up, “Father,” he asked, “The 

fire and wood are here, but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?”  “God will provide,” 

Abraham answered.  And on they went.  Abraham went all the way to the mountain with Isaac.  

He built an altar; he tied his son up; he took up the knife in his hand, and then God intervened.  

“Abraham!  Do not lay a hand on the boy, do not do anything to him.  Now I know that you 

fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.”  

Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns.  He 

went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son.  So 

Abraham called that place The LORD Will Provide. 

What if it had been me?  What if it had been you?  I have a hard-enough time giving up 

the warmth of my bed in the morning, what would we do if God asked us to give up the things 

we loved most for Him?  What if He already has?   

Worship the Lord your God and serve Him only (Deut 6:13).  Love the Lord your 

God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind (Mt 22:37).  You 

shall have no other gods before me (Ex 20:1).  But we don’t have other gods!  Do we?  We 

love the Lord and we have given Him our whole hearts!  Right?  Or are there things that we find 



hard to give up for our God?  Does your family, your physique, your social life, your career, or 

your 401k rank higher in your life than it should?  Are they taking the place of the God who has 

given them to you in the first place?  Do you find it easier to make the time to hang out with 

friends, support the kids, work out, go to work, or keep up with your hobbies than you do making 

time to worship, to regularly study God’s Word, or to seek out ways to serve in His kingdom? 

If that’s the case, those things have become idols in our lives, and rather than sacrificing 

more and more to those idols, God calls us to sacrifice those idols—to give them up for Him.  

Will you survive, with less time and energy or resources dedicated to those varying areas of your 

life?  Is that a struggle worth taking up?  Abraham has a valuable lesson to teach us this morning: 

God will provide. 

That’s the key, really, when it comes to putting God first and worshiping Him alone.  Our 

sinful human nature frames our worship of God with questions like, “What will I have to 

sacrifice in order to do that?  How much time, how much energy, how many opportunities to do 

other things I love will I have to give up and forfeit if I am really going to place God as number 

one in my life? 

But that whole line of reasoning is built on a false premise, a lie.  Life as a Christian isn’t 

about all the sacrifices I make for God.  It isn’t about adding His things like worship, and Bible 

study, and community service onto my to-list.  Life as a Christian is about what God has 

sacrificed for me.  It’s about what He had on His to-do list for us.  God wants to provide for you.  

He wants to feed you with His grace.  He wants to give you worth, and understanding, and 

meaning through a life as His disciple. 

Worship God—Love the Lord—Have no other gods—those are all law passages.  They 

can leave us thinking that our devotion to God is something we’re supposed to do simply 

because we’ve been told to do it.  If that were true, what would it take to give up the struggle?  

What would it take to distract us from our faithfulness to God?  Some person, some thing, some 

aspect of our life that promises to offer more.  God wants me to be happy, right?  God says He 

has a good plan for me, this may not be exactly what He promised, this may not be quite what 

He’s commanded of me, but maybe I can find enough “good” for myself on my own.   

Whatever it is, a piece of fruit from the tree in the middle of the garden, a long-awaited 

child, or anything else you may enjoy, Satan has a way of convincing us that the things of this 

life have more to promise than God does and getting us to cast aside God’s plan for our own.  

But in casting aside God’s plan for us in this life, we’ve thrown away His plan for us in the life 

to come as well.  We may not see it happen in this life but, eventually, whatever “piece of fruit” 

we’ve choose over God—anything that we have set up in our lives as that which is of ultimate 

importance—will turn to ashes in our mouth.   

And so, we find ourselves badly in need of a way out from the hole that we’ve dug 

ourselves into.  God will provide—that’s the gospel—the good news that the struggle to keep 

God first in our lives isn’t about what we have to offer Him, it’s about what He has to offer us. 

Abraham knew that Isaac was the son that God had promised him.  He knew that God 

had promised to send a Savior from sin through his and Isaac’s descendants.  He knew that even 

if he went through with it all, God would stay true to His promise.  If Isaac had to die, then God 

would simply have to raise him from the dead.  We can see that faith as Abraham sets off up the 

mountain to sacrifice his son in the words he spoke to to his servants, Stay here while I and the 

boy go.  We will worship and then we will come back to you. 

God didn’t just provide a solution for Abraham with his problem, He’s provided one for 

us as well.  While we’ve broken His commands to love and serve Him only with all our heart and 



soul and mind.  There is someone who didn’t.  We heard about Him in our Gospel lesson: Jesus 

was in the wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan (Mk 1:12).  What Mark sums up for 

us there in one verse, Matthew and Luke give a little more flesh.  They tell us how Satan took 

Jesus to the top of a very tall mountain and promised to give Him the glory of all the kingdoms 

of the world if He would only bow down to worship Satan.  God had promised His Son glory, 

but this was not how He has promised it.  This was not what He had commanded.  “Away from 

me, Satan!” Jesus replied, “For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve Him 

only.’” 

Jesus didn’t do that just for fun.  He wasn’t standing up to the devil just to prove that He 

could do it. He came to be tempted by Satan precisely because you and I have failed to stand up 

against him.  Jesus lived a human life, subject to God’s law, because you and I have broken that 

law time and time again.  Jesus kept that law flawlessly, He shot down every temptation, He 

lived a perfect life so that here (at the cross) He could give all of that to you—so that here, He 

could trade places with us, giving us a share in the eternal glory that was due Him for His perfect 

obedience, and taking the punishment that due us for our idolatry and disobedience on Himself.   

God will provide.  The truth that our forefather Abraham trusted in found it’s ultimate 

fulfillment in Jesus.  God has provided that which we needed most: reconciliation.  He has 

redeemed us from our sins and He sends His Holy Spirit to us through the Gospel empowering 

us to take up that struggle in earnest, casting aside not His plan for us but anything else that 

stands in its way. 

When there seems to be a conflict between God’s promises and His commands, that’s His 

business, not ours.  We must simply trust His promises and obey what He commands.  If 

devoting time or money or energy to a life as His servant and disciple seems contrary to His 

promises to prosper us and provide for us, then that’s His business, not ours. We must simply 

trust His promises and obey what He commands.  God will provide.   

What Abraham’s actions testified on Mount Moriah, St. Paul reminded us of in his letter 

to the Romans, He who did not spare His only Son, but gave Him up for us all—will He not 

also, along with Him, graciously provide us all things? (Ro 8:32).  Our God has given up 

everything to forgive us and to make us His own, and so we gladly take up His call to struggle—

against the devil, against the world, against our own sinful inclinations—against anything that 

challenges our faithfulness to Him or threatens to take His place as our one and only God.  We 

take up that struggle trusting in the promise that the LORD our God will provide.  Amen. 

 

May the God of peace, who brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, that great 

Shepherd of the sheep, equip you with everything good for doing His will (He 13:20-21). 


